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Though D, Laura an il would

agree, the traditional family unit.(Mom, Dad and th
iral offspring) is in & state of flux. The'vight to rais
is no longer the exclustve domain of heterosexual
nor even necessarily of two-parent. households, Though

Kristine Thatcher presenti her semiantcbiographical play

“Emma’y Child” in a heterosexual contaxt, her poignant and .

ironically humorotis, tale paints a wniversally relevant por-
trait of the strong desire of sofs people to haye children, with'
issues such as parental ‘gender- quite beside the point.
i Thatcher’s absorbing wo
- that gurfaced in her own vinge-—a5 well as the moral
- dilemmas she faced—when she procecded to adept and raise
a severely disabled baby boy. Employing a deftly told nonlin-

atizes the realdife burmioil ™
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,‘the:play ”éd‘ﬁéea to Jean (Pégg}r Cioss)
sband, Henry (Rod McLachlan), who have been
in-their inghility, to coneéive & child naturally, and

ney:. A trovbled, unwed girl
m ua the parents of her unborn
r until the child is boin with
ter on ‘the brain). Je
tion ghould-

sponding with an imniediat
he hospital-ridden infext,
Becomes severély straitied, and it begins'to }
have to deeide between hushand and child: Tha
ligent dialogue probes multiple faicets of the corpplex moral
igsues, with the central fogus on: Jean's unconditicnal love
and the lessons everyorie learns from the child’s valiant fight
for his life. Director Meryl Friedman leads a superb cast it

' relating this powerful, life-affirming story. Goss is sensitive

and compelling in portraying Jean's desperation, strength,
and vulnerability, with McLachlan providing effective bal-
ance ag the voice of reason. The akillfial supporting ensemble,
portraying social workers, hospital attendants, friends and
others. imbue the hard-hitting material with poignancy and
delicate humor. Thig fine production tackles its painfil yet
important subject matter with grace, restraint and a solidly
 believable emotional core, providing for a gripping and reso-

s

nant theatrical experience.




