FROM @ JOHN MOMTARNA

" ipated.the birth of theif ‘soon-to-be-adopted

- baby' pey, and like most expectant parentﬁ,‘u
. prepared for therr fiew ‘addltion. They deco-
;' rated.the nursery, lovingly washed and fplded
" tiny. baby clothes, and set out empty picture
‘frames soon to.be filled. But when the baby -
‘was borr with a severe— and perhaps fatal—"

o ‘digability, all of their preconceptions of .par-

- enthood were challenged antl they struggled“' ‘
SR " understand the nature of the commitment.
- they had made to the-baby and to sach otfier.
Thatcher sharés much of this cemplex.

: end heart-wrenchlng perscmal drarma in Haf .
 “award-winnThg play, Emma’s Child. The. shch, ‘
*.- which premiered at the Oregon Shakespeare :

* Festival in 1995, will make. its: Los Angelés. . .
) "debut the first wegk of - November, coingiding
~ with the begrhmng ‘of ‘National Adeptren'
", ‘Month, a nationwide. campargn to celebrate
aeloptren as.a positive way.1o burld a family. « -

A good writer, according . to Thatcher,

) “tekes real lifer and -embroiders it with rmagl-- -
- And Thatcher dees juet that in .
i Emma’s Child, revealing many of the intirate
*“details of hér own expetiences. througfi the .
lives of her f‘ctrorlal creations, fean and Henry
. Ferrell
Interweavrng fact wrth f‘ctren, Thatcher | pres-‘ ‘
-gnts a'play 1 that broar:hes many af the:com-
-plex emutrunal moral and legal issues unigue,
B ¢ adoptren ‘whils also telling a uiversal tale
‘ ‘abeut the ferocity of a mother's love and the .
cemplrcated negptratrons that go on rn a mar.

nattcm,

and thc' néwborp. :baby, -Robin,

rraget ‘

B ﬁer mariy fluetratlng years ef tryrng te‘ St'Df)'l_RidES an E.m‘eti'en'e\l RQ“ET :
Accmcerve a child of theit own,Kfisting - . B
- Thatcher and her hisband Davrd were"
o about to Become parents They eagerlv antic- .

3her awri, and is'sQ- efrarr:l that he mrght
mether, that she' deesn't want to waste'a -

. 5aYs Thatcher, “Shes tust not thinking.
‘ratronally. Heary, ‘on the other hahd

‘ wrth reality. thar his. wife, He sees ‘what

_yedrs down theévoad™. ©° "
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“The. story crperrs Wrth the Farrells as they'

: nervously prepare to meet a social ‘worker -
;plennrng to evaluate them as potentral adop- 5
tivé pafents.. The play. then follows.” the

Farrelle' lives as they grapple with their shock

- grief, and, later; fierce determinition in the -

manths followrng e baby's birth and his bat-

“le with a severe case ef hydrocephalus bet .
. ter known as watét oni the brain. : ;
‘Befote . the Farreils actually meet thef
! baby, the adoption agency urges the couple.‘
to let the baby go, and Henty, ever the prag-
niatist, agrees, |ean, however, much like

Kristine, makes het way 'to the: hdsprfal at the

.lrging of the blrth mother antl plays name-
" sake, Emima, "

. “Like | was,” conﬂdes Thatcher. lean W5
" gverwhielmed: by her crazy mother love,

She has waited 5o long to have a chrld of
be the only child she has a: hance to,

minute, Her heart is. in’the right place, i

much like ry husband rs mere in tuuch‘

everely drsabled child wou
rrean to'their. marrrage to their finanges
what their future could’ be ‘llk@ ? to 11

‘Thatcher chooses: l’e tell the story in:
anon-lingar. style and to carefully temper '

‘ the sentrmentalrty with her humor, “l wanted

to reveal the story ouit of sequence 50

before, the characters do,”"
Thateher, “In daing so, | hppeful-ly cre-
‘ate more dramatrc‘tensrun

‘The story " shows ‘Jean and’ Henry
i« retreating further and further into their
|| sepavate. comers. ‘Henry adamantly

the baby, rrsking the pain of leeme him
if his condition doesn’t’ improve arid

Dec.

¢ Emmas hid

“ that the audience would be privy to.
i certain information and know things -
: says’

And create more tensmn she, does .

opposes. “the. adoption—and  even |
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Bv Romr LASSALL\“
F aches a heartbreakmg yet hepeful concli
o wrthout pushing ' husband of “wife io

. ‘make the Solomenic: decision- between the
baby and therr marrlage

In Real Llfe A Happy Corrtrnuatron

W|th0ut revealmg too rnuch of the play's

.endmg, Thatcher does admit that the story

concludes with events sirmilar to her gwn. “In
the end,” she says, “the haby affectéd avery-

*.one who came into- contact with him for the ‘

bettet. He helped all of us come to a greater
under:standrng of curselves and the Aatire of

‘love; That.was his greatest gift.”

Tor:lay, Kristine has many other gifts in

‘her lrfe, both professlonally and personally,
. she's acting in.a new prodiction in Chicago,
«-warking an a new play of her ow, and excit-
i .ed that; Emmas Chr{d now almost 10 years

' Knstme ang daughter. Kerry,

old; Wlll be reachrng new eudrepces here on

the West Coast, Her life at home is more sat-
“isfying than she ever thought it would he, as
" the nisrsery is now the bedroom of her g-year-

old,-adopted. daughter Kerry, and the once
empty picture frames are now full of the mem-
ories theyve shared as a family. Nestled in
the crowded bookshelves sits a special frame,

" “érie that holds a picture of a baby bay whom

Karry fenr:lly :refers to as the little brother she
never met...Corey. . WM

réfuses, to” meet the child—and Jean'
becomes more and'mote attached to -

Romi Lassally is a writer living in Los Angeles.
She is a former Frlm producer and mother of

i ‘three
risking the possrbrlrly of losing: her .
) huebancl as well. The play, hc}wever,-‘
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